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had to receive double rations, " because the portions
we are getting at the moment are absolutely in-
sufficient, now that the warm food is not coming
through." It goes without saying that, with all
appreciation for their good intentions, we refused
to go on receiving double rations at the expense of
the others.

Whenever we return to Madrid from the front,
we find that the havoc has increased. It makes
one's eyes fill with tears to see the terrible scars
that deface a city once so gay; the smoking ruins
of the National Library, of the Don Carlos Hospital,
and of the simple workmen's dwellings. Beside me,
however, the comrades were singing : " Los esclavos
el triunfo alcanzaran ! " (" The slaves shall achieve
their triumph ! ") For them, the worst is not fear
for their own lives, but the uncertainty as to the
lot of their children, their wives, and their parents
while they are in the trenches. . . . Efforts are
being made to evacuate the non-combatants from
Madrid. 300,000 have already been removed to
the provinces* But the population of the city,
which already exceeded a million, has been enor-
mously increased by all the refugees from the
villages. Only two roads lead to Valencia, and the
available transport is absolutely inadequate. I have
seen women and children being packed in open